
A message from your Deanery Leader 

 
I  

Dear All, 
 
Firstly I want to thank you all for your cards, prayers and best wishes during my recent 
spell of ill health.  Thankfully, I am now getting back on my feet and hoping there will not 
be any more bugs etc. to knock me off them again!   
 
Looking forward to the coming weeks, I hope we will soon have some warmer weather 
and be thinking about some of the lovely events we shall be celebrating—Mothering   
Sunday and Easter.  There is a Mothering Sunday Eucharistic Liturgy for Mothers’ Union 
entitles “Called to Mother in a Broken World which has been written by Jane Williams, 
wife of former Archbishop of Canterbury Dr. Rowan Williams and students at St. Melitus 
Theological College.  The resources include prayers and children’s activities—can your 
church use these in their services? 
 
What is your branch planning for Easter?  How will you be sharing details of Mothers’   
Union in your local community?   
 
And don’t forget, this year’s theme “In Mary Sumner’s footsteps—what will your branch 
be doing in 2018 to show those around you how you are continuing to follow in our   
founder’s steps? 
 
 
Some good news this week is that our CEO, Bev Julien will 
be attending our Diocesan Festival Service in Stockport on 
31st May.  I hope as many of our members will be able to   
attend the service and hear what she has to share with us 
and perhaps get to chat to her.  She will also be attending the 
Big Church Day Out at Capesthorne on 1st June. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you all at our Deanery  
Meeting at St. Chad’s church hall on Thursday 15th March at 
2pm—please bring your thinking caps along so that we can 
make some decisions as to what we are going to do as a 
Deanery in 2018. 
 
 
Joan. 
 



St. Michael and All Angels, Middlewich    
For our Branch outing in June, we visited Norton Priory Museum 
and Gardens, a most fascinating place to visit, where we learned 
about monastic life.  Examples of Tudor shoes, quince and herbs 
and their healing properties.  We had a group photograph taken by 
the statue of St. Christopher.  After lunch we ventured into the 
Georgian walled garden, seeing and feeling some very old and 
original plants. 

 
We attended Holy Communion followed by a strawberry tea in July 
where Pam Jackson was recognised for reaching 50 years  
membership. 

 
Following a Summer break, we were blessed with Penny Allen  
coming in September bringing her collection of teapots.  Each one is shown with its own story 
whilst Penny challenged us to think how we could relate their unique features to our own 
Christian life. 
 
Joan Colwell came in October to reveal the meaning of “It Began in 1997”.  She had in mind 
to embroider a special picture for her husband’s birthday but it turned out that this was just 
the beginning of a whole new chapter in her life.    
 
Cheshire Without Abuse was the title for November.  Vicky Coates gave us a  questionnaire 
to test us on facts and figures.  Abuse in various forms are present in  everyday life, some   
evident but most happens in secret, behind closed doors.  We had a collection of toiletries 
and new clothing for the refuge. 
 
We joined with the Deanery Advent Reflection at Little Budworth with Canon Chris Humphries 
where we enjoyed his musical input which set us up for the celebration of Christmas. 
 
We now look forward to “Following in Mary Sumner’s Footsteps and after the AGM in         
February will be looking to see how we could take her ideas further to the present day. 

Miriam Sant 

 
ACTION AND OUTREACH  

 
• Thank you all for your continued support by knitting for prem babies and refugees and 

for taking on responsibility for distributing these items to the charities with whom we 
are working. 

 
• The Prison Release Bag project is now ongoing and we have presented both prisons 

with a further supply of bags, foil blankets and waterproof ponchos. 
 
• Virtual Babies are still visiting schools—both primary and secondary schools with 

more showing interest which is encouraging for the VB teams 
 
• AFIA—the caravans are booked and the first family will be going on holiday in April.  

Don’t forget to let your clergy know about this scheme. 

 



St. Peters, Little Budworth  
2017 was our 60

th
 anniversary year. It was a busy and active year.  In May we held a very 

successful Mosquito Drive which was well supported by villagers and members. The money 
raised was for Worldwide funds.  Six of our members helped at the Eaton Hall Open Garden 
Day and four of our men folk came to clear up at the end of the day. A good representation 
from a small group. 
 
On a pleasant evening in June with thunder rumbling in the distance, we held a Strawberry 

Sparkle at the home of one of our members 
and her husband,Sue and Allan Broster. 
They live in Utkinton and have beautiful gar-
dens with delightful views of the Cheshire 
country side. Our Prayer Partners from 
Lymm were able to join us and several mem-
bers from the deanery. This time the pro-
ceeds were for the Big Summer Appeal. 
 
Our outing was to the Stitches and Stems 
Exhibition held in churches in the Nantwich 
district. Life size bible stories had been cre-
ated by knitted squares. 
 
Our 60

th
 celebration service was during a 

morning service in October. We were pleased to welcome Viv and Joan, deanery members 
and friends from Neston branch. All ladies had been invited to wear hats or fascinators.Long 
service certificates were presented and a new member, Joan Morris was admitted. Special 
cakes made by members were cut in church, and again at our celebration lunch for members 
and guests, which followed the service. 
 
Our branch hosted the Deanery Advent Service in December. The themes for the service 
were love, joy, hope and peace. Prayers for 16 days of activism against gender violence were 
included in the service. Festive refreshments were served after. 

Diana Bancroft 

Christ Church, Wharton 
 

We have had speakers on Hotter Shoes, the ice cream factory in Great Budworth and the 
plight of women in India.  
 
 In June we had a lovely meeting when each member brought a 'Treasure' and told everyone 
why it was important to them.  We have attended strawberry teas at Davenham, St Chad'sand 
Witton, held our own in July and joined our prayer partners at Wybunbury in August for tea 
and to celebrate Mary Sumner's birthday.   
 
Three members volunteered at the Eaton Hall Open Garden day, very tiring but also very    
enjoyable.  This year a family from our church went on an AFIA holiday and enjoyed a great 
time and good weather.   
 
The branch hosted the Deanery Inspired Day in October, lots of good ideas and great fellow-
ship.  Irene and Geoff Greenhough celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in December 
and two members, Joan Jackson and Frances Collins their 90th birthdays.  



St. John the Evangelist, Sandiway 
Our Summer session started in May when we welcomed Angela Klabou who gave an enjoya-
ble talk on ‘The Bigger Picture’ about her time as Diocesan President of the MU. 
 
In July, we all enjoyed a good lunch and fellowship at the ‘Riverside’ in Acton Bridge, as 
shown in the photograph above. t the end of the month, a number of us joined other Diocesan 
MU Members at the Eaton Hall Estate Open Gardens day. This was a successful event in glo-
rious weather to raise funds for Chester Diocese MUs. 
 
At the September meeting, members brought along and talked about ‘Their Favourite Thing.’ 
 
In October, we were given an excellent talk by Canon Chris Humphries (MU Diocesan Chap-
lain and Vicar of Whitegate) entitled 'Singing All the Way’ about his life and choral times. We 
attended the Deanery ‘Inspired’ Day at Christ Church, Wharton which brought us all together 
for fellowship, friendship and food. We also attended Little Budworth MU’s 60

th
 birthday cele-

bration where all members wore a hat! 
 
In November, Peter Westwood gave us an illustrated talk on his travels in Scotland, including 

climbing Ben Nevis with his daughter and dog on 
behalf of a children’s charity. 
 
We had a festive Christmas gathering in Decem-
ber that included Sandiway School’s Year 3 enter-
taining us with singing. We were also enthralled by 
a story - teller and sang carols. This was followed 
by refreshments. We had a gift stall and the after-
noon raised over £100 for funds. 
 
 
 
Our fundraising for MU charities included knitting 
and selling ‘Christmas Puddings with a Chocolate 

Inside’, raising £60 for funds 
 
Special mention must be made of Margaret Dickinson who, with the help of others, continues 
to send knitted items to support Hope International. 

Wendy Wren 

 

St. Helen’s,  Witton 
 In June we held a Strawberry Evening which was well attended by members and non  
members who all enjoyed the refreshments, conversation and taking part in the game trying to 
form as many words as possible from ‘Mothers Union’ ( there are well over a hundred words 
of more than three letters’!). A raffle took place and £83 50 was raised for AFIA. 
 
Our outing was to Great Budworth Ice Cream Farm for lunch and, of course, an ice cream! 
 
In December we gathered at the Woodpecker for our Christmas lunch. It was good to have 
Rev. Alison Harris with us following her chemotherapy treatment. She was in good spirits. 
 
We have put together an interesting programme for this year. 

Diana Bancroft 



Marie Peace   

St. Marys, Whitegate 
Looking back over the whole of 2017, we have done our best to further the mission and objec-
tives of the Mothers’ Union and hope that Mary Sumner would be proud of us.  We are now 17 
in number; Kay Stanley joined us in the Autumn, having moved from Derbyshire.   
 
Minnows, the weekly gathering for babies, toddlers and their parents, grandparents or carers 
is now led by Pauline, our Pastoral Worker and Teresa, our Children’s Worker, both of whom 
are Mothers’ Union members.  It’s also regularly attended by Canon Chris, our Vicar and of 
course another Mothers’ Union member.  We made a decision last summer to support Bap-
tism families at St Mary’s by offering a small gift – a book from the series “Stories Jesus Told” 
by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen.  At least one member of our branch is present at each 
Baptism to present the gift and the books have been very well received.  They are perfect for 
reading aloud with very young children. 
 
Aided by attenders at the weekly Crafty Coffee 
at St Mary’s, we’ve been able to raise more 
funds for Away From It All and other MU  
charities.  The Crafty Coffee ladies aren’t all 
members of the MU but they are happy to knit 
and sew and have made not only the Easter 
chicks mentioned in our last report but also de-
lightful Christmas Puddings, each of which 
contained a Ferrero Rocher chocolate.   All in 
all, these sales raised £400 last year and we 
gave further sums from our funds to the AFIA 
Grenfell appeal and the MU Christmas appeal. 
 
It wasn’t all for others.  In the Summer we had a very enjoyable outing to Gordale Garden 
Centre, at Burton on the Wirral.  It really does sell everything, kitchen sink included, and has 
gorgeous gardens and a good restaurant too.  In October we had more food – for thought.  
Anne Davidson Lund, a great friend to St Mary’s, spoke to us about her Reader Training, in-
deed more particularly about how her first steps on the Foundations for Ministry course led her 
to find her vocation as a Reader.  It was quite a journey. 
 
With best wishes from Whitegate to all our friends in the deanery for the journey we shall all 
make in 2018. 

Chris Ball 

Diocesan Festival Service 
 
St. George’s Church, Stockport 
 
Thursday 31st May 2018 at 11.30am 
 
Once again, I am hoping that we can have 
a coachload attending from our Deanery.  
Please ask your members how many would 
like to come along and let me know at the Deanery Meeting on 15th March. 

 
We could probably enjoy a stop off at a Garden Centre on the way home! 



St. Chad’s, Winsford 
 

We all enjoyed our Mystery trip in May when we set off by coach to Englesea Brook Chapel 
and Museum of Primitive Methodism.  At Englesea Brook the story of Primitive Methodism is 
traced from early beginnings and it holds Britain’s largest collections of religious banners the 
exhibits also speak of the importance of women preachers and missionary outreach. We had 
a very interesting talk by one of the volunteers before leaving for a meal at the Coach and 
Horses on our way back. 
 
In June we had our Strawberry Evening at Church, one of the many in the Deanery; we were 
joined by our Prayer Partners and members from other churches in the Deanery as well as 
friends and church members and were able to send a donation to Mothers’ Union office. 
 
In July we had a Social Evening and played “Beetle” catching up with our friends over tea and 
biscuits. Mrs Anton spoke to us about her experiences on Holy Island in August.  
Susan Edwards spoke to us about “Shoe Boxes” and reminded us about how to and how not 
to fill them in September whilst October saw us listening to and playing hand bells courtesy of 
Susan Hawkes. Mr Farr’s talk in November was entitled “2 years doing what?” which was a 
very amusing account of his time doing National Service and was illustrated with slides. 
In December we had our Christmas Dinner and finished off with carols probably one of the 
first to sing them as it was the second of December! 
 
Members have also been busy knitting, as well as 
knitting for Joan’s Mothers’ Union Projects we 
have also sent items to Knit for Peace. 
 
In December we had a Christmas Tree Festival at 
Church at which the Mothers’ Union had its own 
tree with angels knitted by members and  
decorations in Mothers’ Union colours found by 
Shirley it also included information about The 
Mothers’ Union of course!  

 
 

Sue Gillett  

CARE UK Charity (Refugee aid NW) 
 

This is the local charity who will take your knitted items (and other things)  for 
their containers which are sent to Syria and Greece every few weeks. 

 
They have now moved into the former Co-op Site in Northwich which is much 

easier for us to get to.  They are open most days but if you want to know the ex-
act times, please get someone to look on the Facebook page—the session 

times are posted at the beginning each week.  
 

You can also volunteer to help sort out donations if you have some spare time. 



Holy Trinity, Castle 

At our May meeting we welcomed David Shimmings. We were attracted to his subject "Syria 
when you could still go there". It was wonderful to see 'old Syria' before it was desicrated by 
bombing. Will it ever be restored? I wonder........... 
 
June's speaker was from St Luke's Hospice and further enlightened us about the great work 
going on there, the comfort it brings to patients and about the funding for it. 
 
High Legh Garden Centre was the venue for afternoon tea in July. It is a favourite of our 
branch and always enjoyable. We all returned home with doggy bags !! 
 
The Autumn season began with Rev Rowland Crook speaking about Malawi where he was 
visiting his daughter. We were given a glimpse of the schools, large towns and the country-
side of that country. 
 
The motivational  Deanery Inspired Day arranged by Joan was spectacular and all members 
who attended thoroughly enjoyed it and were INSPIRED. 
 
We had our Christmas lunch this year at The Lounge Oakmere........ another year gone by. 

Marie Peace 
 

St. Mary the Virgin, Weaverham 
Weaverham has once again been blessed with a variety of amazing speakers.  We heard from 
an ex pilot about Mission Aviation Fellowship and a speaker from CLIC (Changing Lives in 
Cheshire) spoke about the help they give to those in need.  We were all moved to hear about 
the plight of children in Romania, where our filled Christmas shoe boxes were being sent .  
Susan Hawkes also visited and spoke about Finding Faith in France as well as Jane Millinchip 
who talked about her Journey to Ordination. 
 
In July we had a table in our church marquee at the Weaverham Rose Fete where we had a 
display for Away From it all Holidays and items of knitting such as prem baby clothes and trau-
ma teddies. 
 
As a change this year instead of an outing in August, we gave the ladies a chance to rest their 
feet and sit and chat with lunch at The Moorings. 
 

December we had a Christmas stall at our 
Church Fair and with snow on the ground it was a 
lovely start to the festive season.  We finished the 
year with a visit to the theatre at Northwich for a 
musical presentation of Christmas Memories. 

 

 

Linda Smith 



St. Wilfrids, Davenham 
 
We have been very blessed with very interesting and informative meetings this year. We have 
had two official Mothers Union speakers bringing us up to date with the ministry of ‘Away from 
it all’ and ‘The Literature’ work. 
We were pleased to hear Canon Chris Humphries (in his final year of chaplaincy) speaking 
about the Cathedral and we were encouraged to visit it.  
 

We had a wonderful flower arranging afternoon and at another 
meeting the daughter of one of our members  told us about her 
planned visit to Cambodia with a charity and later in the year she 
returned to share her experiences.  
 
We were delighted that our prayer partners joined us for our    
annual Strawberry Teas and we were able to show them round 
our lovely church. 
 
Every month we enjoy fellowship and friendship together starting 
our meetings with a light lunch and lots of chatter. 
 
Our year ended with a ‘Carols and Cakes’ theme and a visit from Father Christmas  
(the husband of one of our members). The room where we meet was full to capacity as we 
were joined by another church group and a group of elderly residents from the sheltered  
accommodation flats. 
 

Sadly our two eldest members died during the year, but we treasure their memories and are 
thankful for their devoted membership and enthusiastic contribution at our meetings. We look 
forward to another year together and are thankful that we can try to follow in the footsteps of 
Mary Sumner and her vision. 

Jane Turley 

St. Luke’s, Winnington 
We have had a very enjoyable 2017 with lots of fun laugher and friendship.  In June we joined 
our prayer partners at Appleton where we enjoyed fellowship and a strawberry tea. In July one 
of our church readers gave a very interesting talk on his Church Journey and in August the  
sun shone as we met for afternoon tea at a members house and enjoyed relaxing in her lovely 
garden.  This event raised £110 for the Summer of Hope appeal. 
 
At our meeting in September each member was asked to share a precious memory,             
experience or item.  This proved to be very popular and lead to much discussion as we each 
told of our experience or showed our item. 
 
Our visiting speaker in October was Mrs. Gill Gilbert , a Mothers Union speaker who gave us 
an interesting talk on the Literacy project—giving us all an insight into just how important this 
project is and how many people have benefitted from it. 
 
We joined forces with the churches craft and chat group for our November meeting where we 
all wrapped and filled 17 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child and in  December we held 
our annual Christmas lunch which we all enjoyed. We have had a very enjoyable and           
interesting 2017 and are looking forward to our 2018 programme. 

Ann McCall 


